
Minutes from 9-6-11 PSCA General Meeting @ SPOAC
Attendance: Approximately 20 people besides Board. Board members: Knapp, Zenzola, Morris, Raezer, 
Emma, Pohlig, D’Ippolito, Bongiovanni.

1. Welcome and Introductions
2. Announcements

a. New Board Members--Angel D’Ippolito (Treasurer) and Mary Beth Bongiovanni 
(Education) introduced.

b. Events—Upcoming events include:
i. Art Auction Sept. 9 from 6-9pm at 822 Ellsworth.

ii. November House Tour, date TBD
iii. Tree Planting Nov. 19

c. Town Watch—Normally held 2nd Saturday of the month, meet at 11am in front of Police 
Station at 11th and Wharton for hour-long walk. Looking for a new leader as Rob Flint 
has resigned. This Saturday’s walk (Sept 10) has been canceled due to lack of leader and 
conflicting South Philly Garden Tour (by South Philly Food Co-op). New leader could 
choose new time and frequency most convenient for them, or split leadership among 
multiple people.

d. Beautification—Tree tenders are meeting Wed evenings and Saturday mornings to water 
trees around Capitolo. 

e. Trash and Recycling— “Weird Waste” recycling event for those items hard to recycle 
(electronics, etc) to be held this fall. Thirty new trash cans donated by the City have been 
placed around the neighborhood (at bus stops and other key intersections). These are 
being serviced by PARC. If you see one that is overflowing, please let PSCA know by 
sending an email to contact@passyunk.org and we will pass on the message to PARC’s 
cleaning crew.

f. Education—Good things are afoot at Jackson School, with a committed principal Lisa 
Kaplan. Jackson School has met their Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) and exceeded the 
district targets for math and literacy. There is also a new language program in partnership 
with Temple University, offering classes to parents and community members in Chinese, 
Spanish, and other languages. 

g. Zoning—For the Sept 13 meeting, the following cases will be heard: 
i. 1214 S. Juniper—needs ZBA certificate for roof deck, curb cuts to allow two 

internal parking spaces.
ii. 1243 S. 7th Street—need height and open space variances to allow a four-story 

single family dwelling.
iii. 1422 S. 9th Street—need to legalize an existing two-family dwelling.
iv. Possible upcoming cases are:

1. 1157 S. 12th Street—need variance to allow 3-family dwelling in single 
family zone

3. Guest Presenters: 
a. Tanya Morris from EnergyWorks spoke about a program sponsored by the Department 

of Energy and the local Energy Coordinating Agency to offer discounted home energy 
assessments to PSCA homeowners. Normally such a building assessment would cost 
$400, but with group purchasing we would get a discount to $150 per assessment. 
EnergyWorks also offers low-cost financing to do the improvements and referrals to 
licensed contractors, though one is under no obligation to get any work done after the 
assessment. Queen Village Neighbors Association recently signed up 20 homeowners for 
assessments. For more information, see www.EnergyWorksNow.com or call 215-609-
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1052. If you would like to sign up, please send an email to contact@passyunk.org and we 
can then determine how many homeowners from our area want to participate.

b. Mike Devlin from the Camden Children’s Garden (CCG) spoke about his 
organization’s involvement with the new Rachael Ray garden at Passyunk and Wharton, 
and cleared up some misconceptions in the press about how the garden came to be and 
how it will be managed. CCG has a two-year lease with the land owner to maintain a 
garden on that site, with a guarantee that they will weed and keep the site clean for two 
years, at which time either the lease will be renewed or can be transferred to a local 
group. CCG is very interested in working with area gardeners to tend to the garden. 
Miracle Gro (out of Columbus, OH) and Scott donated the potting soil, tool shed with 
green roof, and two cisterns, and the Rachael Ray tv show will pay for on-site water for 
two years. Miracle Gro has also expressed an interest in staying involved in the garden. 
There may be ways to leverage the Rachael Ray and Ty Pennington (who also took part) 
celebrity to raise additional $ for upkeep of the garden. CCG will be setting up a meeting 
with PSCA and interested volunteers to discuss how the garden should be run and tended, 
whether that is through a membership fee and tended by a few gardeners or whether it’s 
run by volunteers but open to a larger group of people and used for educational purposes 
(nutrition, etc). The Girl Scouts have also expressed an interest.

4. Other
a. Ace Delgado, our Community Relations Police Officer, mentioned the spike in 

bicycles and scooters thefts in our area. He encouraged residents to secure scooters and 
bikes, and register bikes with the police. Registering the serial # and a photo is helpful to 
police. Ace also recommended putting a 3 x 5 index card with your name and address in 
the rod under the seat of the bicycle. That way if the police find it and the serial number 
has been scratched off, they can remove the seat and make an easy identification. Ace 
also encouraged folks to not leave any valuables in parked automobiles. 

Meeting adjourned 7:40 pm. Submitted by Karin Morris. 9-7-11.
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