
Minutes from 3-6-12 PSCA General Meeting @ SPOAC 

Meeting began at 6:40 pm. Attendance: Approximately 24 people plus Board. Board members: 
Knapp, Zenzola, Morris, Emma, Pohlig, Wilder, Anton, DeCapua. Absent: D’Ippolito 

1. Welcome and Introductions 
a. Board members introduced. 

2. Committee Updates 
a. Zoning---John DiGuilio gave an overview of upcoming zoning cases, which the 

committee hears the 2nd Tuesday of every month (meeting open to the public):  
i. 1912 S. 12th—outside of our boundaries but committee was informed 

about this legalization of a two-family 
ii. 1544 S. 13th—additions to single family home—bay windows, balcony, 

etc 
iii. 1235-37 E. Passyunk—South Philly Bar and Grille seeks a permit for full 

liquor license application, previously received a variance for it 
iv. 1033-35 Tasker—subdivide one lot into two lots plus a three-foot alley, to 

erect two single-family homes 
v. The following two cases will be heard by the ZBA, with PSCA’s letter of 

opposition/non-opposition 
1. March 19th—1157 S. 12th—PSCA opposes the conversion a three-

family dwelling in a R10A single-family district. 
2. March 14th—1105 S. 6th—For the creation of a four-story building 

to house a jewelry store on the first floor with a single-family 
home on floors 2-4. 

b. Events—Ilene mentioned some upcoming events including: 
i. Arden Theatre fundraiser (group discounted tickets) is March 22nd and 

there are still tickets available through Ilene Wilder. $30 gets you the 
show and the pre-show reception. Normally tickets run for $35. 

ii. Plant sale this year will be sometime in early May. 
iii. House tour will be in the fall. 

c. Trash and Recycling--New leader is Carmela Fioretti. Clean Up Philly Day is 
April 14, where we will focus on Reed Street from Passyunk to 12th. Lisa who 
owns the 10th Street Laundromat will focus on Ellsworth Street in a separate 
clean-up project. 

d. Town Watch--Next one is this Sat. March 10 at 11am at Police Station at 11th 
and Wharton. Kim Davis is new leader.  

e. Beautification—Andrew Emma announced next tree planting/pruning will be 
April 21. Passyunk Pruners had another successful pruning event on March 3, 
pruning around 35 trees. Deadline for fall tree applications is April 1. Passyunk 
Gardens will have its first meeting of this year this Thursday March 8th at 7pm, 
location TBD. 

f. Parks—Chris DeCapua discussed events at Columbus Square, including 
Wednesday night yoga, tot recreation program, interviewing skills workshop, 
video game programming, and flea markets to be held in April and October. More 
about events can be found at www.columbussquarepark.org.  Also Fairmount 



Park Conservancy is meeting with civics to discuss spaces for pop-up parks for 
intergenerational use (seniors to kids) and work continues on that. Also, Capitolo 
will host an Easter Egg Hunt on April 7th at 1030am. Egg stuffing volunteers are 
getting together on March 29th at 630pm if anyone wants to help. 

g. Education—PSCA needs a new leader for this committee. Anyone interested in 
education can serve. Board is working on hosting an Education Forum for our 
April 3 general meeting, with principals of Jackson and Kirkbride Schools, as 
well as speaker from School Reform Commission, to speak. 

3. Other: 
a. A survey on problem parking spots we sent out has netted 157 responses. 

Preliminary results were passed around, with full results to be shared at a future 
meeting. 

b. EnergyWorks is still looking for applicants for low-cost energy audits from 
PSCA. 

c. Lindsay Walker, a local Penn student and resident, discussed her class project to 
green the Acme parking lot (either through trees, planting trenches, other means). 
She is setting up meetings with interested stakeholders to get the ball rolling, 
including Acme management. This could possibly be funded by the Philadelphia 
Water Department. 

4. Presentations: 
a. Ed Vesello of Philadelphia’s Office of Emergency Management discussed several 

handouts, all of which can be found at www.phila.gov/ready. He discussed the 
importance of having a family emergency plan if you need to evacuate; what 
South Philly’s evacuation routes are; what their Ready or Not checklist includes; 
and that individuals can sign up for their Ready Notify system on any mobile 
device. You can also follow OEM on social media—facebook, twitter, etc. 

b. Paul Fugazotto of the Philadelphia Water Department discussed their Green 
Streets Rain Check stormwater incentives pilot program. Passyunk Square is one 
of eight neighborhoods in the city selected for the pilot program. There is a cost 
share component, whereby those homeowners who sign up and are selected pay a 
small portion (10%) of the overall cost of such items as downspout planters, yard 
trees, de-paving, porous paving, and rain gardens. PWD is looking for 35 
homeowners from Passyunk Square to participate, by signing up by March 15. 
Each property will be evaluated to see if they are eligible for any of the above 
interventions. Homeowners will be asked to participate in at least two surveys, 
two focus groups, and a home visit, in exchange for this funded program. As an 
example of the cost savings, a typical downspout planter would cost $800 total, 
but PSCA homeowners would only pay $100.  The home visit would occur in 
summer 2012, with contractors doing the work in fall 2012 and spring 2013. More 
info at www.phillywatersheds.org/residents. PWD also has a new community 
input form that anyone can fill out regarding ideas about stormwater interventions 
in their neighborhood, which Paul will be sending us the link to. 

c. Mary Beth Hertz of South Philly Food Co-op gave an update on their membership 
drive. They have 180+ members but need 250 to begin to look at real estate for 
the future store. They also have five board openings. A one-time membership 
fee/investment of $200 is required for membership (application now available 



online). This fee is refundable if you leave the co-op, as soon as another member 
joins and contributes that equity. The $200 can also be paid in installments. 

Meeting adjourned 7:45pm. Submitted by Karin Morris on 3-7-12. 
 
 
 
 


