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Neighbors Helping Neighbors

February 2021 Newsletter

In this edition
General Meeting - Virtual Meeting Tonight!
Neighbor Meet and Greet
Zoning Meeting - Virtual Meeting - Tuesday, February 9
Clean Streets/Trash and Recycling Resources and Updates
Call for Committee Members!
Shovel Your Sidewalks
Next PSCA Street Sweepings 2/12, 2/26
Planning Committee Meeting - Wednesday, February 15
Annual Fund Drive - Street Cleaning Cannot Continue Without Your
Support
COVID-19 Restrictions and Resources
Vaccine Preregistration Information
Restaurant and Gym Relief Program (apply by 2/9)
Jackson School Renaming Process
Welcome Mario Lanza Way
3rd Police District Information
Passyunk Parks
Passyunk Schools
Volunteer Opportunities
Make a Donation
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February Virtual General Meeting - 6:30 PM Online Tonight!
Past Issues
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Register here for Zoom link and information: www.passyunk.org/generalmeeting
General Meetings are typically held on the first Tuesday of the month at South
Philadelphia Older Adult Center. However, PSCA events will be conducted virtually
until further notice.
On the Agenda:
Virtual Meet and Greet with Neighbors
Minutes from our past general meetings and videos where they are available on our
website www.passyunk.org/about/general-meeting-minutes.

February Zoning Meeting
Tuesday, February 9th, 7:00 PM Online
Register here for Zoom link and information: www.passyunk.org/zoningmeeting
Zoning meetings are typically held on the second Tuesday of every month at St.
Maron's Hall, 1013 Ellsworth Street. Meetings are being held online until further
notice.
On the Agenda:
1211 Peters Street
Erection of a three-story attached structure that includes a full basement and roof
deck with roof access through the structure. For use as a single-family house.
For updates, additions and past and upcoming case details,
visit www.passyunk.org/zoning or the Passyunk Square Facebook page.
Municipal Complex Redevelopment Status: Thank you to everyone who
submitted comments on the proposed plans for the area around 1100 Wharton
Street. Your comments have been forwarded on to the developer and as this
process moves forward, we will be posting updated information about next steps for
further community feedback. Please note that based on your comments to date, the
developer has recently revised the proposal to add enhanced greenery/trees and to
reduce the number of residential units in the project. Details on these updates are
part of the link above. As always you can submit comments to
mark.squilla@phila.gov and copy municipalcomplex@passyunk.org. We will keep
you posted as we learn information about how the process will continue.

Clean Streets and Recycling
https://mailchi.mp/7be56b44aa12/psca_newsletter_feb_2021?e=1a75e2fba2
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Are you passionate about zero waste and other strategies to keep our streets
cleaner and the neighborhood more sustainable? We're looking for help at
PSCA! Email president@passyunk.org to get involved!
Trash and recycling collections are typically Wednesday or Thursday within our
boundaries, check your day here. follow the Philadelphia Streets Department for any
schedule updates. This week there will be delays due to the weather.
Shovel Your Walkway
We remind our neighbors that the city requires you to clear a 36" path on the
pavement surrounding your residence or property. Consider helping your neighbors
who may have challenges completing this work. For more details on what is required
and tips on how to safely shoveling snow visit the city's snow information page.
Street Cleaning this Month
We are pleased to partner with ACAM to expand the work they do on commercial
corridors into residential areas within our boundaries. Read all about their business
and the important job creation street sweeping programs like ours help along! ACAM
crew members are provided with protective gear and are practicing social distancing.
Please help them do their jobs by giving them lots of room! We appreciate ACAM's
hard work always, but especially during this time. The crew sweeps all numbered
streets from 6th to 13th (between Washington and Tasker, excluding the lower 9th
Street market) every other Friday. Help us keep track of the work being performed!
Email a photo of your block taken Friday after 4 pm
to cleanstreets@passyunk.org and help us monitor the condition of the streets on
days they should be swept.
Paying for supplemental sidewalk clean up is the largest single expense for
PSCA, and we can't make it happen without financial support from neighbors
like you! To make a contribution to support this and other work of the civic
please consider making a gift now.
Upcoming Street Sweeping dates:
February 12
February 26
(Please note - there were some irregularities in the schedule last month but these
have been corrected and the dates above will be this month's cleanings.)
Planning Committee Meeting
Monday, February 15th 7pm
https://mailchi.mp/7be56b44aa12/psca_newsletter_feb_2021?e=1a75e2fba2
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Come discuss policies, challenges, and opportunities to make our neighborhood
successful and vibrant. Projects include neighborhood branding street signs, the
Percy Street project, discussions around larger development projects and
opportunities, trends in land use, historic preservation and much more. For more
information email planning@passyunk.org.
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Annual Fund Drive
Keep the Street Sweeping program in place!
Thank you to our many neighbors who have
already donated to support PSCA. In June the
board will decide if we can continue street
sweeping service - our largest expense - based on
the success of this campaign. Please share our
campaign with your neighbors and consider making
a gift.
If 100 neighborhood households commit to a
monthly donation of $15 a month or more, we'll
have secure and sustaining funding to keep our streets a bit cleaner and fund
essential expenses of the PSCA. Can your household help?
DONATE NOW
Thank you for your support!

Step of the Month
We're taking a break this month and look forward to seeing what everyone submits in
February. Send your nomination for Step of the Month to
stepofthemonth@passyunk.org
COVID-19 Resources and Guidelines
Vaccine Information
The Department of Public Health has opened up an official city vaccine interest
form, Even if you've registered on other websites, you might consider registering
here as well for the latest information. City information on vaccinations is
also available here. The vaccine is now available for persons who are eligible in
phase 1a and phase 1b.
Phase 1a includes patient-facing healthcare workers and elderly residents of
long-term care facilities.
https://mailchi.mp/7be56b44aa12/psca_newsletter_feb_2021?e=1a75e2fba2
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essential duties, persons working and residing in congregate settings, persons
75 years and older, and persons with high-risk medical conditions.

Philadelphia COVID-19 Restaurant and Gym Relief Program (RGRP)
On January 22nd, the city also opened up the Philadelphia COVID-19 Restaurant
and Gym Relief Program (RGRP.) Eligible businesses are limited to restaurants with
indoor dining, gyms, and businesses whose primary activity is indoor exercise. Grant
awards are estimated to be up to $15,000 per business. Applications are available
online. Applications must be submitted by the end of the day on February 9th.
General Information
Check the city's COVID-19 page, and the Commonwealth's COVID-19 page for the
latest guidelines.
We encourage you to support our local businesses, who need your help now. Check
our Facebook page for highlighted businesses near Passyunk Square. If you have
the capacity, you can also volunteer to help neighbors through Mutual Aid Philly,
SEAMAAC and many other organizations.
There are many suggestions for ways to help or get help during this time listed on
our website
A few key reminders:
Text COVIDPHL to 888-777 to receive updates from the city, follow at
@PHLPublicHealth of phila.gov./COVID-19
Call 311 for questions about essential businesses and City resources
Call (800) 722-7112 to speak to a health care professional on the Greater
Philadelphia Coronavirus Helpline
Jackson School Renaming Process
Jackson Principal Kelly Espinosa and the School District of Philadelphia announced
earlier this week that Jackson School will be going through a renaming process. You
can read Principal Espinosa's letter to the Jackson Community here. The letter also
contains instructions on how to get involved with the process. You can read more
about this effort in this article from Billy Penn. The first town hall is scheduled for
February 25th.

https://mailchi.mp/7be56b44aa12/psca_newsletter_feb_2021?e=1a75e2fba2
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Thank you to the many neighbors who
signed the petition and spread the word
so that the 1200 block of Reed Street
could be officially designated as Mario
Lanza Way in honor of the great
American tenor. A ceremony was held
on Sunday, January 31, 2021, the
100th anniversary of Mario Lanza's
birth. The 1200 block of Reed is the
new home of the Mario Lanza Museum.
You can watch the archive of the virtual
dedication ceremony here and learn more about the Mario Lanza Institute and the
life of Mario Lanza here and on their Facebook page.

3rd Police District Events
Stay connected with the 3rd district via their webpage
PSA-3 will be presenting at our Zoom meetings on the first Tuesday of the month
starting later in 2021. To register visit www.passyunk.org/generalmeeting.
Passyunk Parks
Parks and Recreation ask that you maintain distance between others when using the
open parks. Columbus Square and Gold Star Park are currently closed for
renovations. Capitolo Playground is closed other than Capitolo Garden being
accessible for essential garden maintenance.
Capitolo Playground: 900 Federal Street
Columbus Square: 1200 Wharton Street
The dog park and playground are now open! Renovations for the rest of
the park continue, for details about the plan, visit the Columbus
Square website
Gold Star Park: 625 Wharton Street
Congratulation on the opening of the new park! Visit Gold Star's
Facebook page for pictures of the process!
Paolone Park: 700 Sears Street

https://mailchi.mp/7be56b44aa12/psca_newsletter_feb_2021?e=1a75e2fba2
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As the city of Philadelphia's PHLConnectED program can help if your family needs
enhanced internet access or access to community space for your children to safely
attend online classes.
If you don’t have internet access at home and need it for your K-12 student, call the
PHLConnectED hotline by dialing 211.
For more information on all student support programs, visit phila.gov/phlconnected
Get in touch with a Friends group, School Advisory Council or Home and School
Association to support Passyunk neighborhood schools:
Andrew Jackson Elementary School, 1213 S. 12th Street
Andrew Jackson Home and School Facebook page
(see above on the Jackson School renaming process)
Eliza B. Kirkbride Elementary School, 1501. S. 7th Street
Friends of Kirkbride Elementary Facebook page
Vare-Washington Elementary School, 1198 S. 5th Street
Friends of Vare-Washington Facebook page
-----------------------------------------------------------------Volunteer Opportunities
PSCA is an all-volunteer organization and we can always use help. Interested in
getting involved?
Fill out this form and tell us what interests you! Or email us at contact@passyunk.org
for more information on any of these opportunities.
----------------------------------------------------------------Make A Donation
We depend on donations from neighbors to continue our street cleaning program, to
support various administrative efforts (like running our general meetings and zoning
meetings) to providing supplies for our gardening and greening programs, and to
support other programs for the neighborhood. If you're interested in making a
donation to support this work, visit our annual campaign donor page.
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